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obeyed, but when the ball happened to fall into one of the
royal halls, none of them ventured to go and fetch it
except Shapiir, whom Ardeshir immediately adopted as his
son, and who proved to be a just and benevolent sovereign
when he attained the royal dignity, praised and beloved by
everybody. In the beginning of his reign he said : ' When-
ever I make a statement on any subject, no one is to
oppose it before earnestly considering its advantageous or
disadvantageous consequences.' It is related that, after
spreading out the carpet of justice and beneficence, he
attacked and subdued with his army all his opponents, and
one of his conquests during his reign was the taking of the
fortress of Khazar.

CONQUEST OF THE CITY OF KHAZAR,

The principal historians state that between the rivers
Tigris and Euphrates there was a city named Khazar,
ruled by an Arab governor named Ziran, who had sub-
jugated the whole of the country of Mesopotamia. While
Shapfir was absent in Khorfisan, this Arab had invaded
the adjoining plains of his realm ; but as soon as the king
returned, he attacked Ziran and besieged him two yearn in
the fortress of Khazar, which he was unable to subjugate,
until one day the daughter of Ziran, who was a maiden of
unsurpassed beauty, happened to catch sight of him from
one of the battlements, and was so captivated by the
charms of his person that she sent him the following
message : ' If the mighty king will accept me as a servant
in his harem, I shall cause him to obtain possession of
the fortress;' at which Shfipfir was so rejoiced that he
despatched to her the following answer: ' If the princess
will fulfil her promise, I shall in return for this service
make her the chief ornament of my harem/ After this
agreement the maiden, whose name was .Nazirah, sent the
instruction to the king, to take hold of a turtle-dove and
to write on its foot a letter with the blood of a virgin, and
then to liberate it so that it should alight on a tower. This
having been done, a tower of the fortress collapsed, the